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We once wrote: Ivory is a symbol of refinement, fineness, rarity, value, elegance, uniqueness, beauty, splendour. It reveals a taste for the most beautiful. It is also a sign of prosperity, wealth, all abundance. When one arrives at ivory, it is a sign that everything else is already possessed. Nothing more is missing. One has everything in one's hand. Luxury reaches the summit and wealth is good beyond all expectation. Let us read in the Old Scripture: “The king also had a large ivory throne made, and overlaid it with refined gold. (1Kg 10, 18). The rest of the acts of Ahab, with all that he did, including the ivory palace and all the cities he built, are recorded in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel. (1Kg 22, 39). King Solomon also made a large ivory throne which he overlaid with fine gold (2Cr 9, 17). All your robes are fragrant with myrrh and aloes and cassia; from palaces adorned with ivory the music of the strings makes you glad (Psal 44, 9). His arms are rods of gold adorned with chrysolites. His body is a work of ivory covered with sapphires. (Sg 5, 14). Your neck is like a tower of ivory. Your eyes are like the pools in Heshbon by the gate of Bath-rabbim. Your nose is like the tower on Lebanon that looks toward Damascus. (Sg 7, 5). From the highest oaks of Bashan they made your oars; Your bridge they made of cypress wood from the coasts of Kittim. (Ez 27, 6). The Rhodanites trafficked with you; many coastlands traded with you; ivory tusks and ebony wood they gave you for payment. (Ez 27, 15). Then will I strike the winter house and the summer house; The ivory apartments shall be ruined, and their many rooms shall be no more, says the LORD (Am 3, 15). Lying upon beds of ivory, stretched comfortably on their couches, They eat lambs taken from the flock, and calves from the stall! (Am 6, 4). The Virgin Mary is invoked by the Christian people under the title of the Ivory Tower. She is the Ivory Tower for our God and Lord. This title is meant to signify that our God with Mary has reached the summit of wealth, luxury, refinement, preciousness, elegance uniqueness, beauty, splendour, taste, abundance, the highest that can be desired on earth and in heaven. Paradise with Her shines with a beauty so beautiful that it makes all other beautiful things in the tent of heaven beautiful. The Virgin Mary in the house of God is the sun that illuminates and makes all things beautiful. Without her everything is seen in gloom. The light that gives everything its splendour is missing. 
By calling the Virgin Mary: Ivory Tower, we mean only one thing: the Blessed Virgin is the ‘non plus ultra’ of God's desires, of the Creator of heaven and earth. If God, absurdly, wanted to create another Woman, another Mother, another Bride, another Daughter, He could make neither one similar nor one superior. Beyond the Virgin Mary, it is impossible for God Himself to come, because His Only Begotten Son is true man and cannot make Himself man again. The most beautiful beauty of the Virgin Mary is precisely her being the true Mother of the Son of God. Just as apart from ivory there is no other noble material, at least in the ancient conception of the created elements, so other than the Virgin Mary there can be no other ‘created element’ that can in any way equal her, let alone think of surpassing her, declaring her surpassed, inferior beauty, splendour of second rank. Just as God, according to a medieval adage, is the one of whom nothing greater can be thought (aliquid quo nihil maius cogitari possit), so it is true of the Virgin Mary. She is the created person of whom nothing greater can be thought. Whereas with God nothing greater can be thought of in the order of non-creation. God is not made. He is not made. God is eternal. Pure act without before and without after. His home is eternity of being and essence, of relationship and communion. Mary, on the other hand, is a created person. She is Creature made by her Lord and God. Now, in the order of creation, God can never raise another Creature above the Virgin Mary. There is another Creature who is above, Christ Jesus. He in His Person is both God and Man, true God and true Man, and as true Man, not just as true God, He is raised above the whole universe. All creatures bow - and so also his Mother - before his divine and human beauty of holiness, grace, glory. Either we think this way about the Virgin Mary, or we will always think of Her in an inadequate, confused, unfair way, not corresponding to her unique uniqueness. Mary's beauty is the other possible beyond. 
This is our sin today: we can no longer even think of the beauty of our God in his mystery of unity and trinity; of our Christ in the mystery of his incarnation, passion, death, resurrection, glorious ascension into heaven; of the Holy Spirit in his mystery of communion and Giver of life; of the Church in her mystery of being constituted by Christ Jesus as the universal sacrament for the salvation of every man; of the Virgin Mary in her mystery of being the true Mother of the Son of God; of the Divine Word in her mystery of creation, regeneration, redemption, illumination, comfort and hope for every man. We can no longer even imagine the beauty of grace, truth, light, eternal life, and resurrection in Christ Jesus. Why this darkness of our minds and hearts? Because we have taken the Holy Spirit out of our minds and hearts and put the darkness of the world and the darkness of Satan in its place. In doing so, we have made our God and every mystery of him an ugly thing. A thing to be kept at a distance from. We too were once ivory towers for Christ Jesus. Now instead, the Christian has been transformed through his own grievous fault into a tower of straw, which is blown away even by a breath of gentle wind. Every change that the Christian brings about in his being created, redeemed, justified, saved by Christ Jesus, this is possible thanks to a change wrought by him in the purest essence of our God, both in the mystery of the Blessed and only Trinity and in the mystery of the Incarnation and in the Mystery of the Gift of the Holy Spirit. If the Christian is a tower of straw, it is a sign that his God today is also a God of straw, his Gospel is a Gospel of straw, the Church is a church of straw, its ministers are ministers of straw, even the Virgin Mary is a Mother of straw, even the mystery of eternal life is a mystery of straw. Is there a possibility that everything can return to being of most precious ivory? We can only return to being most precious ivory if the Mother of the Lord goes to Christ and says to him: ‘They have no ivory’ and then says to a few people of good will: ‘Proclaim the Gospel of my Son and he will make you of most pure ivory’. Virgin Mary, Mother of the Redemption, help us to penetrate the unique beauty of your mystery. Angels, Saints, teach us the truth of our heavenly Mother, making us beautiful in her beauty. We will thus make our God beautiful and many more people will fall in love with Him.             15 September 2024
